Planned Parenthood Mar Monte 

Sex Education Nation
Q & A
Q. What is the Peer Sex Education Nation?

A. Members of the Sex Education Nation (SEN) will provide complete and inclusive health information, supplies, resources and service referrals to youth through “street outreach”.  SEN members make a commitment of 14 hours per month for 6 months. 
Q. Why a Peer Health Outreach Project, why now?

A. In 2007, there were 53,393 babies born to teen mothers between the ages of 15-19 years in California.  This is a birth rate of 37.1 per 1,000 in 2007 for teens between 15-19 years of age.  In the United States, people between the ages of 16 -24 years account for over 80% of all sexually transmitted infections (STI) cases.  The statistics and facts about young people and unintended pregnancies, absentee fathers, and high rates of STI’s are staggering.  There are no easy and simple approaches to deal with this complex problem.  Research shows that there is a need to address adolescent development needs, along with reproductive and sexuality education to link responsible sexual behavior to prevent pregnancies unintended fatherhood and STI’s.  One strategy, not new in the social service world, is by going into the community to educate and create awareness surrounding issues affecting youth. 

Q. What is “street Outreach”?

A. “Street outreach” has become a popular method of reaching individuals with health information.  Peer Health Outreach team members equip themselves with information, handouts, and safer sex supplies and go out to places where young people (their peers) congregate.  In teams, they initiate a 3-5 minute conversations with youth about sexual health needs and offer information and supplies.  

Q. Where do they go to do the “street outreach”?

A. First, the Sex Education Nation members, along with Planned Parenthood staff, collectively decide where to do outreach based on their knowledge of where their peers hang out keeping in mind that safety is the #1 priority.  Possible times for outreach vary depending on the location.  Possible outreach hot spots include but are not limited to colleges, near high schools, bus stops, concerts, parks, punk shows, b-boy/emcee battles, health fairs, raves, dance clubs, etc.

Q.
If I’m personally committed to abstinence (not having sex), is this the program for me?
A.
Why not?  We welcome all people between the ages of 16-24 years to apply.  We are looking for young people who are comfortable discussing and promoting sexual health, which includes the choice of abstinence.  Sex Education Nation members personal decisions about sexual activity are not the issue; rather, peer program members must be committed to increasing the sexual health and awareness of their peers.  Young people who want to provide complete information and facts about sexual health and are comfortable doing so are the most important component of the peer health outreach program.
Q.
Who can be a member of the Sex Education Nation?
A.
An individual interested in the peer program must be between 16-24 years of age and living within the Fresno county area with a means of transportation whether by car, bus, or bike. 
Q.
What kind of young people does the Sex Education Nation want and need?

A.
Because young people come in different shapes and sizes with different experiences we are looking for a diverse group of Sex Education Nation members from high school to college student, Hmong to Latino, raver to hip-hop head, from the concrete jungle to the country side, straight to queer, American born to a non-resident, and beyond.  All and all the program needs young people that are open-minded and motivated to educating and creating awareness surrounding sexuality to their peers.

Q.
What level of commitment is required?
A.
Each member must give a 6-month commitment.  They must also complete a 3-day comprehensive sexuality education training and community health outreach training prior to doing community outreach.  After the 3-day training is complete, members must give 14 hours of outreach per month along with making themselves available for a peer meeting/training held every 1st & 3rd Monday of the month from 4:00-6:00pm.  No worries- believe us when we say this is not a boring program; we’re talking about sex!  It’s educational but also fun and interactive.  Think about it, you’d be helping your peers make better decisions when it comes to their sexual health.

Q.
Would I get paid?
A.
Yes.  Before you read the rest of this paragraph remember members aren’t in it for the money their interested in educating their peers.  Each member is paid a $60 stipend upon completion of all trainings and a $60 monthly stipend for providing 14-hours of outreach per month.  The peer program also provides bus tokens to get to and from the main office and outreach sites.
Q.
How does the application process work?
A.
 1. Complete membership application


 2. Turn it in by fax, e-mail, or in-person


 3. Applicants will be contacted for an in-person interview

 5. Complete interview


 4. Within two weeks of interview applicants will be asked by phone, 

e-mail or standard mail, to be a member of the Peer Health Outreach                                                                                    Program or to apply next semester. 
Q.
Who do I contact with questions about the Sex Education Nation?

A.
Feel free to direct questions related to the peer program to 

Pedro Elias – SEN Peer Health Outreach Program Coordinator.
Mica Ghimenti- SEN Peer Health Outreach Program Coordinator

Address: 633 N. Van Ness Fresno, CA 93728

Phone: (559) 441-2732
Fax: (559) 488-4940

Email:
pedro_elias@ppmarmonte.org or mica_ghimenti@ppmarmonte.org
To learn more about Planned Parenthood Mar Monte Education programs and services please visit us at www.ppmarmonte.org
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